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TRUTH-TRIUMPHANT: 


| In a 
Between a 
PA PIST, anda QUARK ER. 
Papſe. Ood morro, my half Brother in 
Religion. | 
Naaker, CIR y, what Religion art thou 
«5g ? 
Papi} I am a Rowan Catholick,, and I 
) call thee my half Brother, be- 
c ©E> cauſe thou art a Quaker. 
QOmnaker. © «© What Brother-hood or Res» 


«* {ation can\there be between a Quaker and a Papr/t ? 
Pap.O Brother 1 We arenearer a kin,than thou art 'aware of. 
Qwzak, * That's impoſſible, fer I turnd Quaker to avoid Pos 
*-pery : for I did think the Church of England would ſer up Po- 


Pry. 

Pap. Nothing leſs, Brother; for I aſſure you the Pope, and all 
of his Perſwaſion, of all their Adverſaries dread none ſo much 
as the Church: of Exgland : But to come to the Point, all, or 
moſt part of what you believe, you have from: us ; for thongh 1 
am a Shoo-maker, and work at my Trade, I am for all ihat a 
Prieſt, and am ſometimes a Quaker, and Preach up yoar Reli- 
gion, 851 have done ſeveral cimes at Braftc/. 

Quak, ** What ſhoyld be your Reaſon to endeavaur to ſet up 
« our Religion ? | | 

Pap. To make you turn Papiſt, as you call us, 


Quak 
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Onak, © This is a ſtrange Ridcle to me, pray unfoldit. 

Pap, That I intendto do; We. muſt do what we can to cry 
down the Bible, for that makes clear again(t us ; arid that trick 
we taught you of calling the Scripture a dead Letter ; Then Se- 
condly, we teach Free-Will to that height, that a man has Power 
in himſelf to pleaſe God, and walk uprightly : Do not you be- 
lieve all this, Brother ? | ; 

Quth, © Yea; Thus far we agree. 

Pap. Do you know Cap. Everard? 

 Quaak, © Yea, He was a Godly Man before he turn'd Papiſt. 

Pap. He never was otherwiſe, le was a Prieſt roo, and-com- 
manded by the Pope to pretend to be one of you, the better to 
oppoſe the Church of Englard. »- . 

Quak, Strange Is if poſſible? now Fam-afraid Lam nearex 
<« Popery, than I was aware of: Bleſs me? By leaving the Church 
&« of England I thought to flie from Popery; and for ought I per- 
«cjeve, I am running head-long into it. | 

Pap. Yes Brother, 1hope to make you a good Catholick be- 
fore we part, h 

Quak, © You can never do thur. 

Pap. 1 will either do {o, or confixm you where. you are. 

Ouak, © For the latter, I am content. ' 

Pap. Have you not heard of my | ran How ſhe run 
through all Religions ; from a ProteflirrſhetimndPresbyterian, 
( to avoid Popery;) there ſhe could not reſt, becauſe there was a 
Church-Government, and therefore reſembled x00 much the 
Church of E»gland ; and beſides, ſhe hearing there were people 
that Prayed and taught by the Spirit, away ſhe goes ro them : To 
be ſhort, ſhe was one while an Independent, a Quaker, and whar 
not ? Well, at laſt bearing thatthe Church of Keme bad an In- 
fallible guide in Religion, thicher ſhe ſteered her Courſe, and 
there ſhe caſt Anchor, and continues a good Catholick, 

Quak, © I have heard of that Lady you fpeak of, 8nd for that 
« reaſon, and becauſe of what I have heard you ſay, 1 love my 
<« Religion never the better for it ; there is one only reaſon per- 
& ſwades me to continue 1n it. 

Pap, What is that? | | 
Quak. «I will tell thee, If thou wilt promiſe me to fay no= 
thing of it. | 

Pap. I do, upon the word ef a Prieſt, 


Quak, 
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Onak, © Thenl will tell thee realy 5 Siſter (for thou: mult 
© know'we call one another Brathers and Sifters ) may not deny a 
« Brother to lie with her, if the Spiric moves ; for every.provo-- 
© cation to that which you call Letchery, We ſay is Gods Spirit ). 
*nor a Brother a Siſter, if the Spirit enable him. 

Pep. 'If that be all, turn Catholick, and I will give thee a Diſ- 
penſation to have as many Women as thou wilt , or art able to 
turn to, that die when thou wilt, thou art ſure ro goto Heaven 
however. 

Quak, *©* A good Argument, I' confeſs, if thou couldſt prove 
* thy ſelf enabled thereunto by God-Almighty ; but I ſuſpeR, 
& what thou doſt offer is to ſatisfie our Luſts and Letchery, ( no- 
*© matter for our Soulks,) tomake us ſubſervient to your- ends in 
< this world ; -whereas what we do is to raiſe up a Holy Seed 
«© unto the Lord ; ſo that by- doing him Service, ( not by Sin- 
« ning sgainſt him) we- indulge much to-our'own ſatisfaRion z 
*« ſo that we ſerve him without any trouble either to the Conſci- 
&« ence, or the Body: for to = a Licence for Sin is- 8 moſt 
&* horrid thing; to-ſay you have Power to Abſolve for Sins paſt 
5 ( as the Church of Exg/azd ſays, is not amiſs; but that you 

« have Power to give Licenceto Sin,is what 1 can never believe;. 
<« and therefore for any thing I have yer heard from thee, I will 
< continue as I am ; therefore be one of Us, and thou ſhalt en- 
6 joy Multitudes of Women, without offending God.. 

Pap. I have the ſame argumentto perſwade thee to come to 
us ; I can give Indulgencies thatſhall ſerve thee and thy Poſteri- 
ty for Thouſands of Years. > 4 

Quak. * This is like a Ooftrine of ours, that God ſees not Sin 
in Usthat are the Godly ; if ane of Us lie with many Women, 
6 we are then raiſing a Holy Seed, a Royal Prieſthood ; amongſt 
© the [ingoury party, this is Fornication-and a Sin ; the Goods of 
«the-whole ' World which' the wicked' poſſeſs, belong not to 
«them, they are Ours of right; to diſpoſleſs them thereof is no 
«© Robbery. 

Pap, We ſay the ſame, for the Pope hath power to diſpoſe of 
all the Kingdoms of rhe Earth, to rake them from the wicked , 
from Herericks, Schiſmaticks, 1dolaters, &c. and give them to 
true Catholicks ; for thoſe are the traly Godly party. - 

Quak, -**Bleſs me! where am 1? I ſhall be a Papiſt Ivery 
& much fear ; nay, I doubtI have been one all this while. þ 

' Pap. 
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Pap. Doubtleſs we are very near one another.  . 
Quah.. *Bur I'le/get further from thee if I can ; but pray ler 
© meask thee one Queſtion; why are you a greater Enemy to the 
& Church of E»glevd, than to all others that differ from the 
©« Church of Rowe ? 
., Pay. Becauſe they have the reſemblance of a Church, which 
none of you have, except the Presbyterian ; and next the Church 
of England we dread them ; and the more, becauſe they ſeem to 
comply more with the Church of Exg/and than formerly, and be- 
gin to perceive it impoſſible to ſet up for themſelves ; for when 
ever they ſhall attempt it, the Independents will iofallibly ſup- 
-plant them, as formerly ; and they again, ( the Independents 1 
mean) will run into ſo many SeRs of Religion, and Parties, ' that 
they can never ſubſiſt; but muſt at laſt be forced to ſubmit to the 
Church of Ergland, or us of Rome, 
Quaak, © I perceive now I muſt be either a Proteſtant, or s 
6s Papilt, l 
Pap. Without all peradventare you cannot avoid it. 

Qu»ak, *Vle,cee'nthen turn Proceſtans, as I was before 1641. 

Fay. By no means do ſo; either come ſtrait to Ls , orcon- 
tinue 4 Quaker ; Nay, rather than tura Proteſtant, Ile get thee 
a Diſpenſation from Rowe to, continue a Quaker ; and that thon 
ſhalt not ſo muchas go into Purgatory. 

Qxak, © Yours is a very brave Religion, . if-it could hold wa- 
-« ter; but what aflurance have you that God allows this ? 

Pep. The Infallibility of the Church, "Mt 

Qwuak, ©* What is that ? R 

Pay. The truth is, we are not yet agreed amongſt Our 

ſelves; for ſome of Us ( as we Jeſuites) do hold the Pope to 
be Infallible; that whatſoever He Decrees, We are obliged to 
yield unto-an implicite obedience and Belief z; Others do place it 
in a General Council, the Pope prefiding over it; And laftly , 
.others in a Gouncil only. 


Proteſlant, And ſo I perceive it's no where with you, with us it 
is; for now I will argue like a Proteſtant; we have Infallibility 
in our Church, | 

Papiſt. * What is that ? "7 

Pror, The Old and New Teſtament; for you cannot deny it to 
be the Word of God, 

| Papiſt, 


|. 
T's 


Y 
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Payift. © That we cannot 3 but this we ſay : That it is but 
<c:4 dead Letter, without the Jnterpretation of the Church. 

. Prot, Whoop boly day! I think your Worſhip will turn 


naker. 
Woh, « No ſuch thing, I warrant you ; but to proceed, 
<« and to ſpeak to you, as to a Proteſtant, All your Oppolers pro- 
« duce the Bible againſt you, as well as againſt us ; What can 
<«. you anſwer to that ? p - 

Pror, Let right take place; but by the way, this is foul play, 
for you to urge me to anſwer you as a Hydra, with ſo many 
Heads ; Will you be a Papiſt, a Presbyterian, Independent, Qua- 
ker, and every thing'/at once? This is to be & right Jeluite indeed; 


but I will allow you allthis advantage ; 1 will therefore go nes F< 
"g 


I ſaid before, ' let right "take place; for the Ehurch of 
has the advantage over all her Oppoſers above-mentioned , and 
over tenthouſand more, if ſhe had ſo many for againſt you 
all, ſhe has a claim ro this Infallible Guide of the Word of 
God, with all the difficulties therein contained, explained by all 
Antient Fathers and Councils ; aggiſl which no ſober man 
can except. So that we have the Bible apt you, and againſt 
them”; and againſt you we'have the Bible, as I faid before, ex-' 
plained, with the four firſt General Conncils, with the Pratice 
of thoſe times of Purity ; belides, is it not familiar with you 
of the Roman Church ( together with all thoſe ſeveral enemies 
above-named, -and Oppoſers of the Church of England) tocry 
up Succels, and may notProteſtants make uſe of the ſame Plea , 
ſo far, eſpecially, as it is Ar gu#mentuns ad bominem ? And ſo offer 
ro your proſpe& and conſideration, the miraculous Reftauration 
of the Church of E-gle:d, inthe year, 660. 

Papiſt. © You mean, the Kings Reſtauration. 

Prot, 1 mean both; [bat we are now diſpating concerning 
the Charch, 'not King, of 'Evpend ; for though you, as bei 
2 Papift, a Prieſt, and x Jeſuite, are an Enemy to both Churc 
and State : Burthe reaſon 1 only name the Church of Englands 
Reſtauration, is, becauſe, I conceive, 'God reſtored the King, for 
the Churches ſake ; becauſe God knew the King would reſtore 
the Church of \Evyland, for whoſe ſake God Ni reſtore him, 
Moreover, Þ imgntion the Church of 'Exg/and only, becauſe God 
has dealt fo often' miraculouſly for her. © As firſt, in our King 
Henry the Eighth tis dayes , _ fuch an occaſion of — 

0 
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' thould be given tothe whole World, as. well as co thet King; in 
cart ns wm he did not ſo very much alcerthe Ronen 

Religion, yet be- ab ly took away the, Popes Authority , 

whict was a miraculous Rep to that more exat Reformation 

2, Which, in the.ſecond place, God did miraculouſly bring to-paſs, 

by means of ( « Child, as I may ſay). King. Edward the Sixth. 

3. e third AI God didad for the Chagchof England, was, 

F'. Queea May, Efpouſed to a King of: S oh " waving fully 

The wiracu- relkored Popery, and, butchered thouſands.'gf Proteſtants; yer 
Go 1g nope p at TL; Is power. Hough and with: the Hoale of 
- "P Ma. was.t ith, as now Frarce 
—_— q is) to IR he pr ea lly mirecalous Reſtauration of the 
veal Succeſlie Church, of ad Wet by. th, Le famous Qzaen Hineboh, E 
ons of time. Was #1 ands: 0 
Wes che NE pe Las ſans, yet did God mis 

= preſerve Her » tor his Churches ſake. . And: this 

urch was, likewiſe, in the ajourth rth plage £ naghinlacd. not 

+ d , yet powerfully and ed, whea 

James Taccoofes * this greats cog: Lehace Queen. The- 
cle (1 pra this; hvrch may -need-no. mare of 

it reed Go G 


r hich od:to ſhew this Church, was.in the-Year 
5 ren bL ehree more might have been added, fo as 
to have m e this ry the eighth ; but,for. brevitiex ſake, I ſhall 

L put them toge Firſt, the Defeat of that Navy, which the 
Spaniards ns ed their Invincible Ars, 40. che Year, 4:588; 

2+ Secondly, the miraculous prev ; Conſpiracy, 
thefifth day,of lbpar yo erevontions? tg th King, is Nodles,the 
chief of the Gentry and Commons in Parliamept, -ſhould: have 

3, beenblownup. The chird, the true ian Valourand Map- 
nanimity which appeared in his Late My wal the behalf ofthe 
Church, of Zaglend, ( aſſerting ber Reformation). duting all 

His Sufferings, to the laſt ene his, Martyrdom . 'And tow, 

Sir, ,I bope_ I 'bave_confuted ,yog, by Faroe y__ Argt-' 

mentation; « | now, Sir,. ber rarer = may 

_— 1 JAE jon Dine Dimeof 3 


Succeſles we _ deny ; but fill, I con-. 
a bln the Ridde iS Nat a- fuer Inflkble Guide, 

Prot. 1, think I have ve we proved, by i » by, te merelabare, 
mentioned miracles that Inf forrhe Church 
of Exglend ( as now it lated, tÞ Lg 2668., Jeb?) 
again 
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ag8inſt your, and all other Diflenters from the Church of Erg- 
lard ; and, in my opinion, is a great lign of her being a true 
Church ; that ſhe is furniſhed on all ſides with good and ſound 
Arguments for her defence, and offending her Adverſaries ; for, 
in the firſt, ſhe oppoſes to you the Bible, Praftice of the Primi- 
tive Church,the Antient Fathers,and your own modern ones; and 
againſt ſuch as I was once, formerly ; She has the ſame, though 
She have leſs occaſion to make uſe of the Bible. Thus js ſhe fur- 
nifht with complete Armour and Weapons, God Almighty has 
armed Her Cap «pe, againſt the Devil,and all his Inſtruments ; So 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall never be able to prevail againſt Her. 

Papiſf. You have taken your Common-Prayer-Book out of 
the Maſs, 

Prot. You have your Maſs out of the Jewiſh Liturgy. 

Papi. * How can that be? 

Pror. Are notthe Pſalms of David made uſe of in the Maſs? 

Papiſt, ** They are, I confeſs. 

Prot, They were, either all, or in part, the Jewiſh Liturgy. 

Papift, © We do confeſs, they were. 

Pror, Then hereafter, tell us no more of our Common- 
Prayer being taken out of the Maſs ; and now we are ſpeaking 
of the Jews, let metell you, that you make uſe of the ſame Ar- 
gaments to oppoſe us, that the Fews did to oppoſe onr Saviour ; 
they urged to our Saviour, Thathe was an Innovator, and that 
he oppoſed the Traditions of their Church ; which ( ſay they ) 
had continued, from the eftabliſhment of it by God, in ſoſer's 
time, This method you obſerve againſt us, calling us Tnno- 
vaters, who are the chiefeft oppoſers of Innovation ; for our 
Churches endeavour is to caſt off what you have Innovated in 
Chriſtian Religion. Let me ask you one Queſtion; Do not 
you believe, all that the Church of Exglaxd believes? 

Papi. ** We do, but we believe more. 

Prot, Then, let me tell you, whatſoever is more, are Rowes 
SuperftraQures, and Inmovations; and ought to be rejected of 
all erue Chriſtians, | 

Papiſt, ** 1 donbt I have kill'd the wrong man; for I doubted 
« not, from a Quaker, to have made you one of us ; but inſtead 
« of that, I have made you a Proteſtant , and, for ought 1 know, 
««] may chance to be-one too: But I will not quit the Field yet 


« but have more diſcourſe with you, 
| TI Prot, 


$tilling feet. 


(52) 


Proteſt, With all my heart ;. for ( me-thinks ) the more 1 diC- 

courſe with you , the more 1 am enabled above my capacity, 
which | malt attribute ro Gods goodre!s, ho enables me, a 
weak Taitroment of his, to defend ini> Iruth, 

Papiſe, © If ir be the Truth, 1 wiſh ic may appear ſo; inthe 
© mean time, ſha'! proceed thus ; Your Religion was never heard 
&« of, before £«:her's time, 

Proteſt, Is not that Argament worn thread-bare yet? But 
ſeeing you inlit upon ir, I' ſhaii repeat unto you, for anſwer, the 
words of a Learned Man , out of his Epiſtle Dedicatory to His 
preſent Majeſty ; the words(as I remember)are theſe, -- ** Since 
<< that great Miracle of Divine Providence, in your Majettic's 
© moſt happy Reſtauration, we have ſeen thoſe, who before 
< triumphed over the Church of Exz/and, as dead ; as much cx- 
& preſſing their envy at Her reſurreAion: Neither could it other- 
<& wiſe be expeted, but that ſo ſudden a recovery of Her former 
« [.uſtre, would open the mouths of Her weak, but contentious 
« adverſaries ; who ſee Her ſhine in a Firmament, ſo much a- 
© bove them : But it is a part of Her preſent Felicity,that they 
&« are aſhamed of the inſulting Queſtion (What is become of 
« your Church now? ) and are driven back to their old imper- 
« tinency ( Where was your Church, before Lather ? ) They 
&© might as. well alter the Date of it, and ask, where She was 
before your Majeſties Reſtauration ? For as She only ſuffered 
© an Eclipſe, in the Jate Confulions ; no more did She (though 
<« of -a longer ſtay) in the- cimes before the Reformation, and 
<< {t was Her great Honour, that She was not awakened out of 
« {t (as. of old they fancied) by _ of Drums, or the 
« rude Clamours of the People; but as $ — regained 
« Her Light, ſo-was it with the Influence of Supreme Autho- 
&« rity, which has cauſed ſo cloſe an Union and Combination 
4 of Intereſts between them , 'that the Church of Erg/ard, 
<« and the Royal Family, have, like H:ppocrates his Twins, both 
<< wept and rezoyced together : And nothing doth more argue 
« the excellent conſtitution of our Church, than that wherein the 
« purity of Chriſtian Dorine is joyned' with the maſt bearty 
& acknowledgment of your Majeſtie's Power and Supremacy. --- 
Taus far that learned Author; I ſhall add further ; Thatif a 
Church Eclipſed,or unſeen, ſhall be the deſtruRion of it, or that 
there was ever any ſuch thing, I would very fain know, _ 
tne 


C53) © 

the Church of God was, when { itwas ſaid) the whole World 
was'turn'd Arrian; and before oar Saviour came into the wortd, 
how often was the Cheech of God inviltble, and the Worſhip, or 
Religion appointed, utterly overthrown by Idolaters ? Such as 
the Church of God was in thoſe days, the ſame our Church was 
before the Reformation ; and where the one was, there was the 
other; in Deas and Caves, and in the hearts of good and Religi- 
ous Men, where God did receive an acceptable Sacrifice, We ſee; 


inthe 29 Chap. of the firſt Book of tie Kingr, verſe 10, how 1 Kings, Cay. 
iavicble the Church of God was, by the exprefſioa of the Pra- 19. Ver. 19+ 


phet Elias there, ---- 1 bave been very jealons for the Lord God 
of Heſfts ; for the Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Covenant, 
broken down thine Altar 5 ard flein thy; Prophets with: the 
(word, and 1 only aw lefty; ard they ſecs my {if> to rake it away, ——— 
Theſe were the words of a trae Prophet o: th& Lord, to whom 
= Church- of God was ſo invitible to 1im (though often a 
 fore-ſeer and fore-teller- of future contingencies) chat he con- 
ceives himſelf to be the only Servant of the Lord, left upon 
the face of the Earth;yer in tas Eighteeui!: verſe of the fare-men- 
tioned Chap. God tells the Drophes Of Seven'T honſand Men 
2-Iſracl jonny. even all the K nees that have uot bowed unto 
Baal; ard every Month that hath not hiſt him. —— Thus you 
ſee, before Luther's time, notwithſtanding their invilibility oh 
cording tothis of the Prophet, } God might, and no doubt, had 


thouſands of true believers, which had not bowed their knees to 


your Baal of Rome; and whoſe Months bad never kift bim , and, 
no doubt, the-S:wwle is very pat between this Baal of Jezabe!'s, 
#i the Book of the Kings, and your Baa!, 3.e. the Pope of Rome ; 
for, as this Baa! of Fezabe! was to be bowed unto, and Kifled ; 
ſo is your Bead, or Pope of Rome, likewiſe to be bowed unta,and 


- Kiſſed, (not his Face, but his Toe ) even by Emperors, and Our Saviour 

Kings,as well as by the meaneſt of his Worſhippers and Abettorg; did fuſer bim- 
and thas,according to the Apoſtle, St. Paul, in the ſecond to the {lf to be ified 
Theſſalomans, Cap. 2. Ver. 4. Heis an Adverſary [ to our Savi- ® che _ ; 

our and his Holy Religion, | and exbalterh himſelf above, and 0,0 racdins 
againſt all that rs called God, or that 34 Wor ſhipped , ſo that He his Saviour of 
doth (it as Godin the Temple of God, ſhewing/himſelf that He the World wib 


is God. And this trathis yet more confirm'd evenby-your ſelves, * &'+- 


by whom this Pope is called | Dominus Ders noſter Papa; and 
to this Pope (in your ordinary diſcourſe, either to him, or of 
| him ) 


3." AS 
* B26. 
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'*m ) you attribute a Title ;oaly due to God,which is,— H;; Ho- 
hneſs, There be three other Texts in this ſame Chapter, that 
may very well be applyed to. your Bal pr Ver. $9, 11, 
And then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall con- 
ſmume with the Spirit of his Mouth, and ſhall aboliſh with the 
brightneſs of his comung, as it is, Ver. the 8th. For during the 
darkneſs of Superſtition and P opery, (the times preceding before 
Luther, Calvin, and others ) this Baa/ was Worſhipped with- 
- out controul, or vilible gainſaying ; the true Worſhippers, thoſe 
7000. that had not bowed to him, nor Kifled him, being as in- 
vilible, as to outward proſperity, as thoſe 70Qo. inthe days of 
Elias : But when the time came for the appearance of thoſe glo- 
rious Reformers of Religion, and manners, according to. Gods 
intment ; forto this, God alone, as it is in the A: of the 
ne. I. Ver. 7. The Times, and the Seaſons, the 
F > th h put into his own Hands ; then did that wicked one [ this 
Roman Baa! | beginto be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume 
with rhe Spirit of bis Momth ,and aboliſh with the brightneſs of his 
coming. Ver. $, The 9. Ver. is applicable to your Baal 
in your falſe Miracles, Signs, and Lying wonders; where- 
by you lie in wair to deceive the Ignorant and (imple. This per- 
ſon muſt be conſumed and aboliſhed ; even him (as it is, Ver.g. ) 
whoſe coming is-by the effeftual working of Satan, with all 
Power ; | the Inquilition, and their vilible pretended infallibility] 
and Signs,and lying Wonders. — And God knows, with ſuch 
pond lying Wonders, falſe Miracles, &r. Your Church is 
ſvfciently fraught, Ver. 17. is the conſequence of the former 
recited Verſes, 8, & 9 and therefore God ſhall ſend them-ſtrong 
delulions, that they ſhall believe Lies, and this is verified every 
day, that many among You, ( otherwiſe, Learned and wiſe e- 
nough, ) do give themſelves up totheſe Rrong deluſions, giving 
as great credit to your Legends, as the Pables of one Fnifred; 
&c. as to the Goſpel it ſelf, I'copld add upon this Subje&, 
but I ſuppoſe, what I have already faid is ſaficient to eviderice 
unto you the Errors of Your ways, and the Truth of Oars. 
Papift. * I confeſs, 1 am very much ſhaken by yovr Argu- 
©: ments; and the next time we meet ,' you may poſſibly ob- 
< rain'an entire Conqueſt over me. | | 
Proteſt. 1 am very glad it is come to this, which is' a kind of 
new Creation in us; God having tlius produced Light out of 
Darkneſs : 
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Darkneſs: You having thus b FI to your intent ) ſent me 
ineq.the-Bo me of 4; -whereins:f hep 


you will ANA i fie ion ſhall not beha 
bur Whole Brothers ing onE Father, ("which is, God, ) one 
Mother, (che Churcizof England,” Feſys Chriſt, the Saviour of 


the Wotfd; beng out Etder Brothse : In this confidence! dare 
call you Brother; and Dear Brother, fare you well for this 


tHme. 
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I Dialogue thus finiſhed, I think it not amiſs to ſay ſome- 
thing concerning the firft General Council that ever was 
inthe Ghurch of Chriſt; you have the whole Story of it in the 
15 Chap. of the As of the Holy Apoſtles ; I ſhall take notice, 
that it was not called by the particular dire&ion of any of the 
Apoſtles, but that all of them did concur thereunto; and this 
was, doubtleſs, the Method of the Chriſtian Church, during it's 
greateſt Purity and Integrity ; and the truth is, no other way 
could be uſed, while the Church of Chriſt was under Perſecution: 
but in proceſs of time,when ſupreme powers did receive,and pro- 
retthe Chriſtian Faith; and that ( as the Scriptare ſaith,) Kings 
and Queens were Nurſing Fathers, and Nurſing Mothers, of the 
Spouſe of Chriſt;then were general Councils ſummon'd by them, 
and by them were theſe Councils left to their free Debates and 
determinations; whoſe Decrees were afterwards confirm'd by the 
Supreme Authorities , whereby thoſe Decrees, which before 
ſuch a Confirmation did only oblige the Conſcience, had then 
the Coercive Power of the State to compell their Obſervation ; 
* i Method did continue, till the Uſurpation of the Biſhop 
of Rome upon all Powers» both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ; for he 
now takes upon him co aflume unto himſelf the power of calling 
Councils, of preliding in them, and Confirming their Decrees; 
ſaying,that without His Confirmation,they are invalid. Thus does 
he make his own Will to be of more Authority than a"General 
Council;and this ſame Will of his to be Superior to all Supreme 
Powers and Authorities whatſoever : But I ſhall add no more 
pon. this SubjeR,. but.procced.to what.Lat firſt. propoſed inthe 
beginning hereof ; where 1 ſhall take notice of ſome things in the 
L5 th Chap. of the As of the Holy Apoſtles, where we reade 
of the firſt General Council that ever was in the Church ot 
Chriſtz and therefore moſilikely to be a direRion for all o0- 
thers.) It was occaſioned byan Appeal made by ſeme Convertec 
Geritiles, to this General Council ; for ſome Phariſaical Ghriſti- 
ans 
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ans would impoſe upon theſe Converted Gentiles the whole Law 
of Moſes , therefore to this Generaf Council they do appeal ; 


the words of the Council are theſe.--- The Apoſtles, and Elders, Ver. 1.3. of this 
aud Brethren ſend Greeting unto the Brethren which are of the 15. Chap. 


Gentiles in Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia. 

Foraſmuch as We have heard, that certain which went out from 
Hts, have troubled You with Words ſwbuerting Tonr Souls , ſaying y 
Ye mult be Circumcifed, and keep the Law, towhom We gave 
no ſuch Commandment :; 

It ſeemed good unto Hts, bring Aſſembled with one accord, to ſend 
choſen Men unto Yon, with Our beloved Barnabas ard Paul; 

Men that have haz.arded their Lives for the Name of Our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 

te have ſent therefore Jadas, and Silas, who ſhall alſo tell you 
the ſanse things by word of mouth. 

For it ſeemed good to the Holy-Ghoſt, and tor , to lay mpon 
You no greater Burthen, than theſe neceſſary things. 

T hat Ye abſtain from Meats offered to [dols, ayd from Blood , 
and from things Straugled, and fron Fornication ; from which if 
yo kgep your ſelves, ye ſhall do well ; fare ye well. 

Theſe be the words together ; We ſhall now take them into 
parts. --- The Apoſiles, axd Elders, and Brethren, | There is 
no Primacy in $t. Peeer, or in any body elſe; either firſt, as to 
calling this Council; or Secondly,In degree it ſelf ; or Thirdly, by 
way of Confirming this Decree of the Council; Apoſtles, Elders, 
and Brethren, are all alike concerned ; ] Sexd Greeting, #nto the 
Brethren, which are of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, ard Cilicia, 
[ Now here I cannot but take notice, that the Church of Jers/a- 
lem treats the Churches of Antioch, &c. not with a Maternal, 
but a Fraternal Appellation ; not like the Church of Rome, (cer- 
tainly if ever any had been the Mother-Church, it muſt have 
been that of Jer«ſalem, St. Peter, and all the reſt of the Apottles; 

ea, even a General Council there refiding,)) which makes her 
elf the Mother-Ehurch, and all others ſhe will have to be eſtee- 
med but Her Children ; and yetin this General Council St, Pe- 
ter was preſent, as appears by the 7. Verſe of this 5. Chap. and 
yet St. Peter does not pronounce any Judgment ; contenting him- 
ſelf rather with relating matter of Fig; and Panl and Barnabas 


do the ſame, as it is Ver. 11. But the Apoſtle St. Fames proceeds 
further in Ver, 13. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and in the 19, Vers. is = 
K ol » 
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bold, ſaying ; -- Wherefore my ſentence'ts, that we trouble not then 
which from among the Gentiles are turned to God ; ==» and Ver, 20, 
He proceeds. --- But that we | bere St. Fames is equal with St, 
Peter, or any of the reſt ] write unco them, that they abſtain 
from pollutions of Idols, and from Fornication, and from things 
ſtrangled, and from Blood ;--- Andto this Sentence of St. Fames 
the whole Council acyuieſces , not any one ſpeaking after St. 
James ; | -- Foraſmuch as certain which went ont from [{s, have 
tronbled you with words ſubverting your Souls, ſaying, Te muſt be 
Circumciſed, and keep the Law, to whom We, not St. Peter ow) 
aveno ſuch Commandmeat, it ſeemed good unto Us, being aſ- 
embled with one accord ; | This Council you ſee was not called 
by St. Peter alone, ] to ſend choſen men unto You, with our be- 
loved Barnabas and Parn!, Men that have hazarded their Lives 
for the Name of Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; We have ſent there- 
fore F«#das, and S:/as, who ſhall alfo tell you che ſame things by 
word of Mouth; for it ſeemed good to the Holy-Ghoſt, and to 
Us; | you ſee the Holy-Ghoſt is not tyed toSr, Peter's, or the 
Pope's Chair, nor the Colledg of Cardinals, but remaining wich 
the General Council; ] To lay upon you no heavier burthen than 
theſe neceſſary things,that ye abſtain from Meats offer'd to Idols, 
from .Blood, and from things ſtrangled, and from Fornication ; 
[all this, the Sentence of, and Opinion of St. James delivered to 
the Council, and thus approved of by the Council, ] from which 
if ye keep your ſelves, ye ſhall do well; fare ye well. 

I have thus run over the words of this firſt General Council, 
with ſome few Animadverſions thereon ; and if therein I have 
done the Church of Chriſt any Service, I have my aim , and do 
reran unto him all Honour, and Glory, for His aſſiſtance herein, 
by whom I have been hereunto enabled. 

To the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt, be all 
Honour, and Glory, now, and for ever, Amer. 


